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was slight justification for the long and still living tradition
of Shakespearian idolatry, from the new and comprehen-
sive sight novel splendours of the intellect and themes of pro-
fundity and universal grandeur continually and pleasingly
emerge We ought not at all to be surprised at this, still less
should we be offended We are used to regarding great
poetry as of universal importance, with meanings not
limited to the partial and ephemeral But Shakespeare has
somehow stood alone, and for too long, as a solitary figure
of irrelevant magnitude True, we cannot interpret the
whole of Shakespeare, nor of Dante, nor Byron But be-
cause we can never esdiaust the meanings in a great poet,
that gives us no authority to neglect what meanings patently
are there Faced with a plenitude of meanings, we have
asserted none it is an easy way out We must' no longer
deny to Shakespeare a quality common to great literature
the quality of universal meanings in the particular event,,
For Shakespeare ,has something to say not only about
human hfe, but about death, not only about England, 01
Venice, but the universe It is generally denied that Shake-
speare is a religious poet But the religion of gieat poetry is
seldom housed in direct and emphasized anthropomorphism
poetry as by nature non-theological Watch even Dante**?
varied periphrases for cGod*, or Milton's avoidance of dra-
matic stress on t the supreme being The Hound of Heaven
works, like Jesus himself, by metaphor and parable Poetry
^s metaphonc, its essential purpose to blend the human and
the divine So those poets who aim primarily to speak of
God, do so in terms of man, and Shakespeare, speaking
with the accents and intricacies of gjtfeat poetry of man,
accordingly of God \V\V\%^ /\ *T \ \
Shakespearian play shows aytlose-inwoven textuic
sonal thinking with some objective and pre-existent
story Philosophy is entwined with action and event Shake-
speare's philosophy is infinitely variable, not static, as
Dante's King Lear may be Senecan, but Macbeth is Christian
His philosophy may vary within one play YOU cannot^

